8          THE PIRATES OF MALABAR

the six lascars overboard when nearing the port.
The men managed to get to land, and reaching
Honore, gave information of the would-be pirates
to the local authorities, who seized the ship, and
soon disposed of the rogues.

Three years later, two ships under * English
colours, mounting respectively fortj^-four and
twenty guns, were reported to have captured vessels
in the Red Sea, to the value of Rs.600,000. The
Seedee of Jinjeera, who styled himself the Mogul's
Admiral, received a yearly subsidy of four lakhs
for convoying the fleet, a duty that he was quite
unable to perform against European desperadoes.
Public opinion at Surat was at once excited
against the English, and further inflamed by the
Dutch and French, who were only too anxious to
see a rival excluded from the trade. Sir John
Child, to pacify the Governor, offered to send a
man-of-war to look for the pirates; but the Dutch
and French factors continued to 'spitt their
venom; till the Governor laughed in their faces
and asked why they did not join in sending vessels
to look for the rogues, since the matter seemed to
them so serious.

In the same season a gallant engagement was